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Your cat has a collection of more than 100 different vocal sounds at their disposal, and
they’ve never been shy about mrroawing, purring or yowling to tell you what they want. To
uncover the secrets of your cat’s language, you need only listen.

Meowing

This sound is more specific than you probably imagined. Meowing is mostly reserved for
kittens to their mothers or cats to their humans. And yet it has a versatile meaning:
anything from “Well, hello, there,” to “I’d like another SHEBA® PERFECT PORTIONS™ meal,
please.”

Purring

Is there a more soothing, sultry sound than your cat purring away on your lap? We don’t
think so, either. Most of the time, cats purr when they’re happy and content. But purring
can also reveal when they’re not feeling well — some cats purr to help soothe themselves.

Chattering

This jabbering, stuttering sound is often heard when your cat sees something — like a bird
just outside the window — they can’t get to. They’re likely sharing frustration or
excitement. Some animal behaviorists think the sound is an imitation of the “killing bite”
used to break the bones of their prey. So fierce!



Hissing

There’s no mistaking the meaning of a cat’s hiss. While they can vary in volume and length,
hisses indicate that your feline is afraid or annoyed. It’s best to give them some space for
now; you can talk about it later.

Yowling

Yowling These long, moaning howls are usually a sign of distress. They may have gotten
locked in a closet or ... gasp ... have reached the bottom of their food bowl. Seek them out
immediately if you hear a yowl — they’ll be grateful for the assistance.

Your cat is unequivocally unique, so if you’re not sure what they’re saying to you, look to
their body posture and facial expressions for further clues.

More Articles Like This

Why Does My Cat Lick Me, Themselves, And Household Objects?

Ever wondered why your cat licks everything? Find out what drives their licking habits, from
showing affection to health concerns and everything in-between.
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How to Feed a Kitten: Essential Tips for a Healthy Start

Discover what to feed, how much, and the best feeding schedule for your kitten. Learn
about essential nutrients, portion sizes, and tips for a healthy start.

EXPLORE

A Guide To The Premium Ingredients In Sheba® Cat Food

It goes without saying that your cat wants only the best ingredients in their wet food in
juuuuust the right amounts. Delicious. Nutritious. More, please. Cats can’t read labels, but
you can. Let’s peruse the main ingredients we’ve stocked in the SHEBA® brand pantry —
and learn why you should offer them to your cat.

EXPLORE

Kitten Training: 20 Tips for Training Your New Cat

Congratulations on your new kitten! Bringing a furry friend into your home is an exciting
and joyous experience. But along with all the fun and cuddles comes the responsibility of
kitten training. This guide shares 20 tips for kitten training to help your new pet grow into a
well-behaved and happy feline. But before we dive into those tips, let’s answer a burning
question. 
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