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Think about how much you can discern from watching a person’s body language: their
current mood and demeanor, and perhaps what’s on their mind. The same can be said of
observing your cat’s tail. Even though they can’t speak our language, cats rely on

their body language, and especially their tail, to communicate what they are feeling at any
given moment. So, what's that fluffy tail telling us?

B
Flagpole

As the name suggests, this straight, rigid tail position looks as if you could fly a flag from it.
And if you did, that flag would say, “I’'m one happy, confident, content cat.” It's an


http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&title=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&title=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&title=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&hashtags=Hashtag
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&hashtags=Hashtag
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&hashtags=Hashtag
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&description=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&description=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf&description=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail
https://www.sheba.com//node/4311/printable/pdf
https://www.sheba.com//node/4311/printable/pdf
https://www.sheba.com//node/4311/printable/pdf
mailto:?subject=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail&body=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf
mailto:?subject=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail&body=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf
mailto:?subject=How%20To%20Decode%20Your%20Cat&#039;s%20Tail&body=https://www.sheba.com/node/4311/printable/pdf
https://www.sheba.com/print()
https://www.sheba.com/print()
https://www.sheba.com/print()
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/articles/reading-cat-body-language

opportune time to try out a new flavor of
SHEBA® PERFECT PORTIONS™ wet cat food.

(x]

Question mark

If your cat is sporting a straight tail, but with a slight “question mark” curve at the tip, they
are feeling happy and playful. Break out the SHEBA® Meaty Tender Sticks cat treats and
encourage their friendly mood with_a play session.

B
Wrapped around their body

When your cat’s tail is curled around their body covering their feet or face, they are relaxed
and seeking solitude — meaning they may not want to interact right now. You’ll often see
this tail position when your cat is napping or quietly observing someone or something.

B
Low to the ground or tucked

This position can indicate that your cat is feeling nervous or even fearful, and you may
notice them trying to army crawl across the room. It’s your cat’s way of saying, “I'm trying
to stay incognito.

B
Flicking

This is the equivalent of the human side-eye. If your cat’s tail is flicking back and forth, they
aren’t amused with the current goings-on. Heed this warning sign and take the opportunity
to step away and give your cat some space.
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Pipe cleaner

When your cat puffs out their tail, they are most likely feeling scared or threatened. The
puffed-out tail is their attempt to look bigger than they are. Sometimes cats will also arch
their tail and back, which means they are ready to attack if need be.
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Quick twitch

If you see your cat low to the ground and twitching their tail, follow their gaze. They are
preparing to pounce on whatever is drawing their hyper-focus. If it's their feline companion,
distract them both with an early dinner and serve up SHEBA® PERFECT PORTIONS™ wet cat
food. Nothing like a delicious meal to restore peace and order in your household.



https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions
https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions
https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions
https://www.sheba.com/cat-treats
https://www.sheba.com/cat-treats
https://www.sheba.com/cat-treats
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/articles/new-games-to-play-with-your-cat
https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions
https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions
https://www.sheba.com/wet-cat-food/perfect-portions

More Articles Like This

(]
12 Ways to Celebrate Your Cat's Birthday or Gotcha Day

Cat parents don’t hesitate to celebrate their divine feline, whether it's a special occasion or
not. However, few reasons are more purr-fect for partying than birthdays and gotcha days
(e.qg., their adoption day, first day home with you, day they were found as a stray, etc.).
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9 Weird Eating Habits In Cats — And What To Do About Them

Every person with a cat has experienced this moment: Your cat lets you know it’'s time to
eat, and they stroll to their typical dining spot and wait to be served. You happily oblige, yet
you’re a bit nervous as you anxiously watch your cat, hoping for their approval.
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A Guide To The Premium Ingredients In Sheba® Cat Food

It goes without saying that your cat wants only the best ingredients in their wet food in
juuuuust the right amounts. Delicious. Nutritious. More, please. Cats can’t read labels, but
you can. Let’s peruse the main ingredients we’ve stocked in the SHEBA® brand pantry —
and learn why you should offer them to your cat.
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Kitten Training: 20 Tips for Training Your New Cat

Congratulations on your new kitten! Bringing a furry friend into your home is an exciting
and joyous experience. But along with all the fun and cuddles comes the responsibility of
kitten training. This guide shares 20 tips for kitten training to help your new pet grow into a
well-behaved and happy feline. But before we dive into those tips, let’s answer a burning
question.
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