l 5 o
—

How to Introduce Your Kitten to Your Other Pets
Placeholder for the "Links" field

=]

<?xml version="1.0"?>

How to Introduce Your Kitten to Your
Other Pets

SHARE
o (%] Facebook (opens in new window)

« [*] Twitter (opens in new window)

« [ Pinterest (opens in new window)

e <?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> .st0 { fill: #e5c883; } Download (opens in
new window)

« [*] Email (opens in new window)

o %] Print (opens in same window)

It's only natural to want all of your furry friends to get along, but unfortunately, that doesn’t
always happen. Thankfully, you can do a few things to help ensure a harmonious, multi-pet
home. In this guide, we’ll show you how to introduce your kitten to your other pets.

We cover everything from preparing your home for a new addition to troubleshooting
problem behavior. By following these tips, you can create a loving environment for your
pets.
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Why Pet Introductions Matter

You've likely heard the saying that “you never have a second chance to make a first
impression.” And while it was written about people, it’'s also true for animals. The initial
introduction between your kitten(open in new tab) and your other pets will set the tone for
their relationship.

If done correctly, this meeting can build the foundation for a lifelong friendship between
your furry companions. But if it goes poorly, it can create tension and aggression that may
be difficult to overcome.

Learning how to introduce your kitten to your other pets can set your animals up for
success. The process may take some time and require patience, but it will be worth it when
you see your pets cuddled up together or playing happily.

How to Introduce Your Kitten to Your Other Pets

It may be overwhelming for your new kitten to be set down in a room among your other
pets. It could slow down the introduction process or affect the confidence of your already-
established pets. Offering a toy for them to enjoy together is a great way for your pets to
learn each other!

Instead, follow these steps to help ensure a safe introduction.

Prepare Your Home

Before bringing your new kitten home, you’ll want to prepare your home for their arrival.
This includes setting up a safe and comfortable space for them to retreat to, such as a
separate room that can be their sanctuary(open in new tab).

This is a great place to set up all your kitten’s basics, such as their:
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Litter box

Food and water dishes

Toys for playtime(open in new tab)

Mat bed

Setting up this space ahead of time not only ensures you have what you need but also
gives your other pets a chance to get used to all the new sights and smells before the
kitten arrives.

Keep Your Pets Separate but Visible

When the big day arrives, bring your kitten home to their special room. You want them to
get used to their surroundings and feel safe(open in new tab) before beginning the
introductions. They’ll likely run and hide right away, which is normal. Give them time and
space to adjust.

Meanwhile, keep your other animals separated but nearby. Consider using a baby gate or a
door with a bit of a gap underneath so they can see and smell each other without touching.
This helps your pets get used to each other’s presence without feeling overwhelmed or
threatened.

Take Your New Kitten to the Vet

As a pet parent, you're responsible for the well-being of all your animals. You don’t want
your kitten to bring home any illnesses to your other pets, nor do you want them catching
something from your current pets.
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Take your new kitten to the vet for a checkup as soon as possible. This will ensure they’re
healthy and up to date on all necessary vaccinations.

The appointment will also allow you to discuss any questions or concerns about the
upcoming introductions.
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Start with a Scent Introduction

Animals care about scents. It's how they recognize each other and their territories. So
before the face-to-face introductions begin, swap some items between your kitten and
other pets to help them get used to each other’s scent.

You can try rubbing a blanket or toy on one pet and then placing it into the other pet’s
space. This gradual exposure helps them become used to each other.

Don’t Ignore Your Other Pets

A new kitten is so cuddly and sweet that it can be tempting to focus all your love and
attention on them — especially in the first few days when they’re scared of their
environment and need plenty of reassurance.

But don’t forget about your other pets! Do your best to keep their routine(open in new tab)
and feeding schedule the same. And make sure they still get their usual playtime and
cuddles.

You don’t want them to feel left out or jealous. That could cause resentment toward your
new kitten and lead to behavioral issues.
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Plan for Mealtimes

For at least the first few weeks, plan on feeding your new kitten in their own space. During
this time, feed your other pets nearby. That way, they’ll be doing something enjoyable
while getting used to their new sibling's scent.

When the time is right for your pets to enjoy a meal in the same room, ensure everyone has
their own dish. This way, your other pets won’t take your kitten’s wet food, and your kitten
won’t feel intimidated by other pets eating from their dish.

The goal is to help all your pets feel safe and ensure everyone gets the food they need to
thrive.

Try a Supervised Interaction

Once your pets seem to be getting used to the sights and smells of each other, it’s time to
try a supervised interaction.

Hold this initial meeting in a different room to preserve your kitten’s safe place. Carry your
kitten out and set them down to explore.

At first, keep your other pets close to you. If you have a dog, consider leashing them for this
meeting. That way, a grand chase across your house can’t occur.

Observe how your pets react to each other. If there are any signs of aggression or tension,
it’s time to separate them again and try another day. Give them a few more minutes
together if they seem calm and curious.



Use Positive Reinforcement

Continue with supervised interactions, gradually increasing the time your pets spend
together. Reward positive behavior with praise and treats (like SHEBA® CAT TREATS Meaty
Tender Sticks Chicken Flavor(open in new tab)).

Always prioritize your pets’ happiness and safety, and quickly end the visit if things get
tense. With patience and positive reinforcement, your pets will soon become comfortable
with each other.
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Watch for Problem Behaviors

Your pets can’t talk with words; they communicate with their body language. Keep a close
eye on them and watch for signs of discomfort or aggression, like these:

e Excessive hissing, growling, or barking

¢ Raised hackles (the fur on the back of their neck stands up)

e Crouching or flattening of ears and tail(open in new tab)

e Stiff posture or lunging towards each other

If you observe any of these behaviors, you’ll want to step in before any fighting can start.
Try redirecting their attention with a loud noise, treat, or toy. You can also separate them
and try again later.

Adapt Plans as Necessary

You know what they say about the best-laid plans. No matter how much preparation and
research you do, pets will be pets and may not behave as expected.
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Be flexible and willing to adapt your plans based on your pets’ needs and personalities.
Maybe they need more time apart before meeting face-to-face, or perhaps they’ll hit it off
immediately, and the introduction process won’t take as long.

Just be patient, and don’t push your pets into situations they aren’t ready for. Go slowly and
let your pets lead.
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Seek Professional Help if Needed

If your pets’ behavior becomes aggressive or unmanageable during the introduction
process, don’t hesitate to seek professional help. A certified animal behaviorist or trainer
can provide valuable guidance and support in safely introducing your kitten to your other
pets.

Help Your Pets Become Best Buds!

Knowing how to introduce your kitten to your other pets is important. With planning and
patience, your pets can become best friends and give you endless hours of entertainment
and happiness.

So pick up some SHEBA® wet kitten food(open in new tab), prepare a safe room for your
kitten, and get ready to welcome a new furry family member into your home!
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Why Does My Cat Lick Me, Themselves, And Household Objects?

Ever wondered why your cat licks everything? Find out what drives their licking habits, from
showing affection to health concerns and everything in-between.
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How to Feed a Kitten: Essential Tips for a Healthy Start

Discover what to feed, how much, and the best feeding schedule for your kitten. Learn
about essential nutrients, portion sizes, and tips for a healthy start.
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Kitten Development Milestones by Weeks & Months

Learn about kitten milestones, what to expect at each age, and how your new feline friend
will develop week by week and month by month.
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Give Your Cat The Exquisite Treatment They Deserve

As your cat will surely attest, they’re special. They deserve to live the SHEBA® brand
lifestyle: a life of pampering, treats, play, naps and ample petting. Here are some
suggestions to give the head of your household the kind of treatment that shows how much
you adore them.

EXPLORE

Source URL:
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/how-to-introduce-your-kitten-to-your-other-pet


https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/how-to-feed-a-kitten
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/how-to-feed-a-kitten
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/kitten-milestones
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/kitten-milestones
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/give-your-cat-the-exquisite-treatment-they-deserve
https://www.sheba.com/lifestyle/give-your-cat-the-exquisite-treatment-they-deserve

